2.  To the extent practicable, the area must include at
least one  center  for the provision of highly
specialized health services.

3.  Upon establishment, the area must have a popula-
tion between 500,000 and three million, with the
following exceptions: the population may exceed
three million if the area includes a standard
metropolitan statistical area (as determined by the
Office of Management and Budget) with a popula-
tion of more than three million persons; and the
population of an area may be less than 500,000 in
unusual circumstances, but not less than 200,000
except in highly unusual circumstances if the
Governor of each state in which the area is located
determines, with the approval of the Secretary,
that the area meets the other requirements of this
subsection. "Unusual" and "highly unusual" cir-
cumstances are to be defined by the Secretary in
regulations.

4.  To the maximum extent feasible, the boundaries
of the health service area must be coordinated with
the boundaries of Professional Standards Review
Organizations, existing regional planning areas,
and State planning and administrative areas.

Each standard metropolitan statistical area
(SMSA) must be entirely contained within the
boundaries of one health service area unless the
Governor of each State in which a SMSA is
located determines, with the approval of the
Secretary, that a health service area should contain
only part of the SMSA in order to meet the other
requirements of this subsection.

The 205 Health Service Areas designated in July 1976 *
are the definitions used in this publication. A listing of
the HSA's and the counties, towns, or cities comprising
them for the state treated in this volume follows below.

RHODE ISLAND

The State of Rhode Island has been exempted from
designating health service areas under Section 1536 of
the Act.

'Designated   under   the   National   Planning   and   Resources
Development Act of 1974
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